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Future Swiss Leaders Visit with Garaventa Lift in Surrey 
- Garaventa (Canada) Ltd, winner of the Surrey International Trade 

Award 2010, welcomed 19 business students from Switzerland and Canada to 

talk about leadership in the context of globalization. 

 
September 26, 2012. The continuing-education business students from the Lucerne 

University of Applied Sciences and Arts (School of Business) came to British 

Columbia for a week-long seminar with their partner University of the Fraser 

Valley (UFV). 

The students met with Port Metro Vancouver, the Vancouver Board of Trade and had 

a number of excellent sessions on international leadership in Vancouver and 

Richmond, just to mention some of the highlights. 

After a meeting with representatives of the Swiss Canadian Chamber of 

Commerce (BC & AB) in Vancouver, Garaventa Lift was chosen as a reference 

company to showcase international trade and manufacturing on site in Surrey. 

With much enthusiasm, Garaventa employees openly shared their knowledge of 

leadership in the context of globalization and explained the production processes while 

taking the group on a factory tour. The gained insights led to many questions 

regarding cultural differences in trade, how intercultural challenges are overcome and 

how business is conducted in Canada in comparison with Switzerland. 

We hope that the good Swiss-Canadian trade relations will provide the group with a 

basis for any of their future business endeavors. 

 

 

               
     Mark Townsend (CEO, far left) and Vince Sciamanna              A group of students listening to how Garaventa lifts and 

     (Director of Business Development, far right) with program             parts get shipped worldwide 

     participates and university representatives  

 

                      
     An enthusiastic tour guide with his cheerful group     In the warehouse at an elevator assembly station, learning   

     about purchasing processes 
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About Garaventa Lift: 

Garaventa (Canada) Ltd was founded in 1974 and employs approximately 200 people in Canada and the United States. 

Garaventa (Canada) Ltd manufactures and distributes private home elevators and wheelchair lifts all around the world. 

The worldwide business development, sales and marketing activities for the group are coordinated from Surrey. 

For more information visit www.garaventalift.ca  

 
 

About the Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce (BC&AB) (SCCC): 

The goal of this not-for-profit organization is to strengthen business and trade relationships between Canada and 

Switzerland and to enhance the opportunity to establish new business and personal contacts for their members. 

For more information visit www.swisscanadianchamber.com  

 
 

About the Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts, School of Business: 

At the Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts, business is more than a course subject – it’s the focus of 

research and consulting services. The school’s close ties to business, government and the public sector have given it a 

distinct and unique profile as a results-oriented, action-based institution that keeps pace with current practice.  

For more information visit www.english.hslu.ch  

 
 

About The University of the Fraser Valley (UFV): 

UFV is recognized nationally for student success, an excellent learning environment, creative integration of 

programming, and the work with local communities. UFV is consistently ranked as one of the top universities in the 

country by the Globe and Mail's Canadian University Report. 

For more information visit www.ufv.ca  
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